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BEFORE THE FEDERAL ENERGY REGULATORY COMMISSION 
 

APPLICATION FOR LICENSE AMENDMENT 
FOR MAJOR PROJECT - EXISTING DAM 

 
 

INITIAL STATEMENT 
 
 
 

1. PPL Holtwood, LLC (PPL, or Applicant) applies to the Federal Energy Regulatory 

Commission (FERC) for an amendment of license for the Holtwood Hydroelectric 

Project (FERC Project No. 1881, Project) as described in the attached exhibits.  

 

2. The exact name, business address, and telephone number of the Applicant are: 

 PPL Holtwood, LLC 
 Two North Ninth Street 
 Allentown, Pennsylvania  18101 
 610-774-4316 
 

The exact name and business address of each person authorized to act as agents for 

the Applicant in this application are: 

  
Dennis J. Murphy 
Vice President & Chief Operating Officer 
PPL Holtwood, LLC 
Two North Ninth Street (GENPL6) 
Allentown, Pennsylvania  18101 
610-774-4316 
 

David R. Poe, Esq. 
Dewey & LeBoeuf, LLP 
1101 New York Avenue, NW, Suite 1100 
Washington, DC  20005 
202-986-8039 
 



FERC Project No. 1881 

ii 

Robert G. Grassi  
 Senior Counsel  
 PPL Services Corporation  
 Two North Ninth Street  
 Allentown, Pennsylvania  18101  
 610-774-2907 
 

3. The Applicant is a limited liability company under the laws of the State of 

Delaware.  The Applicant is the existing licensee of the Project, designated as 

Project No. 1881 in the records of the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission, 

issued on the 14th day of August, 1980. 

 

4. PPL is applying for a capacity-related amendment to perform significant 

modifications at the Project to increase Project generation, to resolve issues with 

respect to migratory fish passage, and to extend the term of the current 34 year 

license which expires on September 1, 2014 to September 1, 2030. 

 
Proposed modifications include: 

• Construction of a new powerhouse with two new turbines each with a 

maximum generating capacity of 65 MW, and a total installed capacity of 

80.6 MW at best gate (maximum efficiency point), and at a rated head of 

50.75 feet, 

• Installation of two additional smaller generating units that would be located 

in the turbine bays in the existing powerhouse that are currently occupied 

by two retired water-driven exciter units.  These replacement units would 

have a combined additional installed capacity of 2.5 MW at best gate and 

50.75 feet of head,   

• River bottom modifications in the Project tailrace and spillway to improve 

hydraulic conditions for generation and migratory fish passage,  
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• Construction of a new skimmer wall upstream of the powerhouse, and 

additional forebay excavation to accommodate flow to the new generating 

units,  

• Rerouting of Unit 1 in the existing powerhouse to discharge to the east 

spillway channel,  

• Installation of dam crest control measures for enhanced migratory fish 

passage, 

• Implementation of certain measures to enhance migratory fish passage and 

to provide for certain minimum stream flows and to undertake studies and 

evaluations as set forth in greater detail in a Consent Order and Agreement 

(“COA”) between the licensee and the Pennsylvania Department of 

Environmental Protection (“PADEP”) which COA together with its 

Appendix A is incorporated into this application by reference as if fully set 

forth.  The COA is attached in Appendix A., 

• Modifications to license terms and conditions as contained in Appendix A 

to the COA, and  

• Other protection, mitigation and enhancements measures as further 

described in this application. 

 
As part of the license amendment, PPL is also proposing to modify the 

Project’s licensed capacity to reflect the addition of the new units, and completed 

and planned upgrades to the existing generating units at the Project. 

 

 In addition to the modification proposed as part of the Project, PPL will file 

a separate license amendment application to transfer Project lands to the Lancaster 

County Conservancy as part of a separate agreement to create a sustainable 
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endowment fund for future lands maintenance and preservation, in support of state 

and regional greenways and heritage interests. 

 
Proposed modifications to the license under this amendment are described 

in greater detail in the accompanying license exhibits and in Appendix A. 

 

5. (i) The statutory or regulatory requirements of the state in which the Project is 

located that may affect the Project as proposed, with respect to bed and banks and 

to the appropriation, diversion, and use of water for power purposes, and with 

respect to the right to engage in the business of developing, transmitting and 

distributing power and in any other business necessary to accomplish the purposes 

of the license under the Federal Power Act are:  

 

a) A water quality certification pursuant to Section 401 of the Clean 

Water Act.  In Pennsylvania, the certification program is 

administered by the Pennsylvania Department of Environmental 

Protection (PADEP). 

b) The provisions of PA Code, Title 25 § 105.1 et seq. administered by 

the PADEP under the following statutes:  Sections 5, 7, 10, 11, and 

17 of the Dam Safety and Encroachments Act (32 P. S. § 693.5, 

693.7, 693.10, 693.11, and 693.17); sections 5 and 402 of the Clean 

Streams Law (35 P. S. §691.5 and §691.402); section 7 of the act of 

June 14, 1923 (P. L. 704, No 294) (32 P. S. § 597); sections 514, 

1901-A, 1908-A, 1917-A and 1920-A of the Administrative Code of 

1929 (71 P. S. § 194, 510-1, 510-8, 510-17 and 510-20); sections 

302 and 402 of the Flood Plain Management Act (32 P. S. § 679.302 

and 679.402). 
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c) The provisions of PA Code, Title 25 §§ 92.1 et seq. and 102.1 et seq. 

administered by PADEP under sections 5 and 402 of the Clean 

Streams Law (35 P. S. §691.5 and §691.402).   

d) The provisions of 18 CFR § 801 et seq. administered by the 

Susquehanna River Basin Commission (SRBC) under the 

Susquehanna River Basin Compact (P. L. 91-575, 84 Stat., 

1509 et seq.). 

(ii) The steps the Applicant has taken or plans to take to comply with each of 

the laws cited above include: 

 

a) Through the specific actions detailed in the COA, the Applicant will 

complete the information requirements needed to apply to the 

PADEP for a water quality certificate pursuant to Section 401 of the 

Clean Water Act.  This application is expected to be filed by January 

31, 2008.  

b) Before January 31, 2008 the Applicant will apply to the PADEP for 

an NPDES permit for the discharge of storm water associated with 

construction activity pursuant to of PA Code, Title 25 §§ 92.1 et seq. 

and 102.1 et seq. 

c) Before January 31, 2008 the Applicant will apply to the United 

States Corps of Engineers for a permit pursuant to Section 404 of the 

Clean Water Act and jointly apply for a state permit pursuant to PA 

Code, Title 25 § 105.1 et seq. and the Dam Safety and 

Encroachments Act (32 P. S. § 693.1, et seq.) 

d) On May 13, 1942 the Pennsylvania Water & Power Company (a 

predecessor corporation of the Applicant) obtained a Limited Power 

Permit for the Project under P. L. 704.  This permit is still in effect.  
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e) On May 12, 2006 the Applicant filed a letter application with the 

SRBC.  Before January 31, 2008 the Applicant will file a copy of 

this application with the SRBC for review and approval of a drought 

operations plan to permit use of water from the Holtwood Project to 

satisfy SRBC regulations with respect to compensation requirements 

for consumptive water use at other generating stations in the 

Susquehanna River basin owned by PPL affiliates, and inclusion of 

the proposed Project into the SRBC's Comprehensive Plan of the 

Susquehanna River Basin. 
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APPENDIX A 

 

Consent Order and Agreement 
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